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Why was Korea separated? Why have the Koreans
been unable to overcome the line of demarcation
separating them over the last 60 years? Why did the
Korean War break out? Many scholars studying
contemporary Korean history have been conducting a
detailed analysis of these very subjects. Traditionalists
tend to place blame on the Communist Bloc, including
Soviet Russia, while revisionists see the responsibility
lying with United States anticommunist imperialism.
Throughout this controversial process, Korean scholars
have been neglectful of a self in dealing with these
issues. Based on historicism, this book considers at its
core a series of tragic Korean historical events as civil
or internal conflicts and aims to reflect on Koreas own
historical mistakes and errors. In this respect, this study
can be categorized as being rerevisionist. This book
was written with the conviction that the Korean
Peninsula was not divided by other, external powers
but separated from within.
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‘ Political Change in Korea’

The Korea Herald and The Korean Political Science
Association have published* Political Change in
Korea;, the third book in the "Insight into Korea"
series. The volume has 35 essays analyzing
contemporary Korean politics. Written by top Korean
political scientists, the in—depth analyses were all
published in the paper between December 2007 and
May 2008.

Political Change in Korea is intended to help readers
better understand the tremendous changes that have
reshaped the Korean political landscape since June
1987. The civilian uprising that took place 21 years
ago today set in motion a democratization process that
has transformed Korea from authoritarianism to a
liberal democracy.

Koreas transition to a vibrant democracy has been
hailed by many foreign analysts. They regard Korea as
a model, for it has achieved the twin goals of
demoacratic development and rapid economic growth.

But many analysts also note that Korea's political
development lags behind its economic development.
Some describe Korea as a country with a First World
economy and Third World politics. A Korean business
tycoon once rated Korea as second class in economic
prowess, third class in government efficiency and
fourth class in political performance.

"Most authors in this book discuss Korean politics
from a critical perspective,”said Yu Kun—ha, managing
editor of The Korea Herald, who promoted the book
project. "While acknowledging the progress Korea has
made in democratization, at the same time, they point
out the long road ahead in attaining full—fledged
liberal democracy.”

The book consists of eight parts. In the Introduction,
professor Yang Seung—ham of Yonsei University
sketches the 20 years of democratization in bold
strokes. The first chapter offers six essays focusing on
Koreas political culture. The authors note that while
Korean politics have become cleaner as a result of
continuing efforts to reform political culture, corruption
is far from being eradicated.

The nine essays in the second chapter highlight the
instability of Korean political parties and the dominant
influence of regionalism on party politics. Their
outlook for the future of Korea’'s parliamentary
democracy is less than upbeat as the political parties,
the most important institution in a representative
democracy, are still weak and poorly institutionalized.

The third chapter presents five essays dealing with
election culture. One major achievement of Korea's
democratization efforts during the past two decades is
the consolidation of procedural democracy. The
chapter shows how Korea has successfully organized a
series of free and fair elections since 1987.
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The fourth chapter covers issues related to the
president, including the controversy over the proposed
constitutional amendment to change the current five—
year, single—term presidency to a four—year, dual—
term system.

The central theme of the fifth chapter concerns the
failure of the National Assembly to meet the
expectations of the public. Frequent deadlocks in the
Assembly, often resulting from confrontations among
political parties, tend to raise questions about the
efficacy of parliamentary democracy and increase the
impetus toward a participatory democracy.

The sixth chapter deals with the relationship between
politics and other institutions, such as the press, the
judiciary, civil society organizations and interest groups.

In the concluding section, professor Lee Jung—bok of
Seoul National University notes that although it is
difficult to imagine Korea returning to old
authoritarianism, Korea' s democracy is not a mature
liberal democracy yet.

"Political Change in Korea represents the renewed
commitment of The Korea Herald to it$ Insight into
Koreabook series, which was launched in June 2007
to mark the 20th anniversary of the 1987 civilian
uprising,” said Yu. "Our intention is to produce a series
of English—language books that can help foreign
readers grasp the transformations in contemporary
Korean society."

The book is now available at major bookstores in
Korea.
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