Summary Report of the 7th East Asia Forum
Seoul, Republic of Korea
1-2 September 2009 
1.
The Seventh East Asia Forum was held in Seoul, the Republic of Korea on 1-2 September 2009. The Forum was hosted by the Ministry of Foreign affairs and Trade of the Republic of Korea (ROK).  The Forum was attended by government officials, business leaders and scholars from ASEAN member countries, China, Japan, and the ROK. Officials from the ASEAN Secretariat also attended the Forum.  The list of delegates appears as Annex A.
2.
The main theme of the Forum was "Accelerating the Integration of East Asian Community Building." The Forum was composed of Plenary Session, three concurrent W/G Sessions of government, business and academia, and resumed Plenary Session as a wrap-up session. 
3.
Mr. Kwon Jong Rak, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of the Republic of Korea, as head of the Korean delegation delivered a keynote speech at the Plenary Session. He reviewed six-year achievements of the previous EAF meetings. Reiterating Korea’s “New Asia Initiative,” he emphasized that Korea would seek ways to promote regional cooperation in various fields including the global financial crisis, climate change, development gap, and food and energy security, which would contribute to the process of East Asia community building. Mr. Kwon explained the Korean government’s vision of “Low Carbon, Green Growth” and its related policies that are designed to assist the developing countries in East Asia in their efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and to deal with climate change. He also emphasized that resolving the North Korean nuclear issue in a peaceful manner through the Six-Party Talks would greatly contribute to the peace and prosperity of East Asia. Finally, he noted that the Korean government had prepared a concept paper to have in-depth discussions for the revitalization of the EAF which contains ideas such as establishing a cyber secretariat and having the meeting structure that consists of a plenary session and three separate working groups. 
4.
Subsequently, all representatives of ASEAN member countries, China, Japan, and ASEAN Secretariat delivered their statements at the Opening Ceremony/Plenary Session, which was chaired by Mr. Lee Yong-Joon, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of the ROK. 

1) Thailand (Apichart Chinwanno, Deputy Permanent Secretary) 

He explained recent major developments in the region: the entry into force of the ASEAN Charter, the adoption of roadmap of an ASEAN community with three blueprints. He also mentioned that the establishment of ASEAN human rights body will be endorsed at the upcoming ASEAN Summit. Regarding financial cooperation, he also took note of significant progress such as the ABMI and the expected launch of the CMIM by the end of this year. He mentioned that the establishment of the East Asia Free Trade area is being considered; the ASEAN Plus Three leaders will endorse statements concerning food security and energy security. In this connection, he stressed that it is essential for the ASEAN Plus Three countries to cooperate to support food security initiatives. 
2) China (Zha Peixin, Vice Chairman, Foreign Affairs Committee of National People’s Congress of China)


Mr. Zha made positive assessments on the East Asia integration process in line with common interests and prosperity in the East Asian region, which is characterized as one of the most dynamic economies. In the same vein, he appreciated the existing cooperation mechanisms as a solid foundation for further integration. At the same time, he elaborated several challenges such as the global financial crisis, which he deemed to be a result of protectionism. To overcome this crisis, he emphasized the necessity for strengthened coordination among countries in order to maintain market stability. Recognizing that the integration process should be achieved on a long-term basis and should incorporate lessons from other successful cases, he presented the following principles in the process of integration: to respect each other, to enhance mutual understanding, to trust each other, not to interfere with other countries’ domestic matters, to move forward step-by-step while doing the easy first, to produce win-win results through boosting closer cooperation in the economic sector, promoting open markets, providing financial support and technology transfer, and supporting human capacity building, to adhere to the principle of openness and inclusiveness. 
 He also made a few suggestions as follows: to optimize resource allocation by moving forward in the Free Trade Area, to push forward the CMIM by the end of this year, to speed up the ABMI, to push forward with green cooperation to achieve sustainable development, to gradually enhance cultural cooperation, to promote people-to-people exchanges among ASEAN Plus Three countries. 

3) Japan (Yoshinori Katori, Ambassador for ASEAN)


He mentioned that Japan will continue to support the building of an East Asian community, pursued on the basis of the EASG recommendations. He also noted major principles that characterize the process of East Asia cooperation such as openness, transparency, and inclusiveness. In this context, he mentioned the possibility of expanding participants of the EAF.  He stressed the importance of resolving the North Korean nuclear issue to ensure peace and stability in the East Asian region. He also noted the growing network of the Free Trade Area; ASEAN has pursued FTA agreements with all of the Plus Six countries (China, Korea, Japan, Australia, New Zealand, and India). He also emphasized the necessity of promoting an East Asian identity among peoples. In this connection, he stressed the role of the EAF as a catalyzing force for regional cooperation. 
4) Lao PDR (Bounkeut Sangsomsak, Vice Foreign Minister)

He took note that the EAF was devised as a main vehicle to consolidate the ASEAN Plus Three cooperation and to start the process of an East Asia community building. He also stressed ASEAN’s belief that an East Asia community is the integral extension of the ASEAN Community. He reviewed the EAF’s achievements for the last six years as having defined its objectives and principles, strategies, roadmap, and challenges. To revitalize the EAF, he suggested the following three preliminary measures: to institutionalize the EAF, to adopt a plan of action, to define a roadmap towards the building of an East Asia community. Regarding close coordination with other organizations, he suggested following measures: to establish a direct and effective reporting line between the EAF and the ASEAN+3 Summit and Ministerial Meeting, to reflect clearly the recommendations at the ASEAN-Korea EPG and ASEAN-Korea Commemorative Summit, to link between EAF and EAS for the sake of complementarities, and to set up an EAF support unit through a cyber or virtual secretariat. In addition, he emphasized the urgency of re-creating the action-oriented EAF on the basis of strong political will in order to maintain its momentum. 
5) Brunei (Harun Ismail, Ambassador to the ROK)

He emphasized the importance of equal ownership and participation by all parties concerned in the process of community building. He mentioned that the ASEAN Plus Three mechanism could contribute to the IAI and the building of an East Asian community. He stressed that the participation of all stakeholders from civil society and the private sector is essential to community building. According to him, despite differences in religion, culture, and political systems, community building is far from impossible. He also stressed the vital role of ASEAN in building an East Asia community. 
6) Cambodia (Kao Kim Horn, Secretary of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Int’l Cooperation)

He mentioned that ASEAN Plus Three mechanisms have attained many achievements by enhancing political will and boosting confidence and developing various meetings in all sectors. According to him, there have been more ASEAN Plus Three projects and meetings than those of ASEAN Plus One. He suggested the year 2015 or 2020 as the possible timeline for an East Asia community. He elaborated the following important points in the process of building such a community: to intensify MDGs cooperation, to enhance the connectivity in the areas of ICT and etc,. To use the ASEAN Charter as a possible driver for the building of an East Asia community, and to strengthen people-to-people exchanges including youth exchange. He also offered the following measures in order to revitalize the EAF: to identify the current profile of the EAF, to promote higher level participation, to hold back-to-back meetings with Track II, to involve the media in the EAF, and to submit EAF recommendations to the ASEAN Plus Three Summit.

 7) Indonesia (Artauli R.M.P. Tobing, Director-General) 
She mentioned that to upset the current downturn caused by the global crisis, we should strengthen cooperation in the East Asian region by reducing disparities in economic development, environment, health, and other areas. She also emphasized the importance of resolving the North Korean nuclear issue and non-traditional security issues. She suggested several strategies to overcome the challenges: expanding the scope of cooperation in East Asia with ASEAN as a main driving force, further nurturing the regional identity, and closing the social and economic development gap. She pointed out the lack of substantial achievements in East Asian cooperation beyond the economic field because of the absence of shared cultural and religious backgrounds and the emergence of nationalism. To overcome these challenges, she suggested strengthening educational and social exchanges and narrowing the development gap. She also noted the difficulty of applying the EU model to the East Asian community building process. Rather than pursuing the immediate establishment of an East Asia community, she suggested that all should participate in the evolving process of an East Asia community, which would ensure benefits to all.   
8) Malaysia (Ramlan Ibrahim, Ambassador to the ROK)

He said that the building of an East Asia community is no longer an ideal, but a work-in-progress. Thus, ASEAN Plus Three countries should maintain the current momentum and consolidate cooperation efforts. According to him, there are 52 ASEAN Plus Three cooperation mechanisms, which cover twenty different areas of cooperation. Out of many areas of cooperation, most significant progress has been witnessed in the economic cooperation field: concluding the FTAs between ASEAN and all Plus countries. Regarding regional FTAs, the EAFTA and CEPEA finished their second joint study which will be submitted to the ASEAN Plus leaders’ meeting in October. According to him, ASEAN Plus Three cooperation should be the primary mechanism on the basis of significant achievements in the past twelve years, with ASEAN as a driving force in the building process of an East Asia community. All stakeholders should take part in this process by enhancing an East Asian identity, promoting exchange programmes of future generations, and strengthening mutual cooperation in the ICT sector. He mentioned the EAF as an ideal forum for the development of East Asia cooperation. He also expressed his belief that we need to revitalize the EAF. He emphasized the necessity of involving more higher level of participation in the EAF. 
9) Myanmar (Maung Myint, Deputy Minister)
He mentioned that in the process of East Asia community building, sovereignty and mutual respect should be honored, and cooperation should be pursued for common interests on the basis of to principles that are comfortable to all and open and inclusive. In addition, he said that in East Asia cooperation, the diversity of the region should be considered. He argued that despite the value of the European experience, it is difficult to apply the European model to the Asian region and hence, a new model for East Asia should be developed on the basis of Asian values. He expressed his hope that ASEAN Plus Three countries assist the development of HRD, energy, education, natural disaster management, and poverty eradication in ASEAN countries. He also noted that energy and food security is an important issue for Myanmar. 

10) The Philippines (Luis T. Cruze, Ambassador to the ROK)
He agreed that we needed to accelerate the East Asian community building process, but he raised questions as to how to accelerate this process and who would participate in this community building process (ASEAN Plus Three or EAS members). He also mentioned that ASEAN community building should contribute to peace, prosperity, and democratization. He emphasized the importance of promoting public awareness and expanding the participation of civil society. 

11) Singapore (Bilahari Kausikan, Second Permanent Secretary)
He argued that East Asia community building should not be pursued on a certain timeline, but rather on the basis of realistic assessments of the current situation. According to him, we need to build a consensus for the direction of the community building and in that process, governments should take into account the changing realities of markets. From this viewpoint, the exact scope of participation and form of the community remains to be uncertain. He further argued that if the East Asia community building process is pursued based on political sentiments, it is more vulnerable to failure. According to him, looking at the past decades, economic growth took place first in the region and political institutionalization followed. Therefore, he further argued the primacy of market should be maintained and to promote real connectivity, we need to focus on reality rather than abstract ideals. An East Asia community would only work if it is not exclusive. He suggested that to revitalize the EAF and to remain relevant, we should consider the real situation of connectivity that characterizes an East Asia community. 
12) Vietnam (Tran Duc Binh, Deputy Director-General)

He noted several ways to further promote East Asia cooperation: working towards the effective implementation of the Second Joint Statement of East Asia cooperation and further cooperating in the financial area that encompasses the CMIM and ABMI, macro-economic policy, capacity building, establishing an East Asia FTA, and promoting tourism and people-to-people exchanges. He also supported the denuclearization of North Korea. He expressed his hope that Plus Three countries will support ASEAN in achieving an ASEAN Community and implementing the Second IAI Work Plan. 
13) ASEAN Secretariat (Sayakane Sisouvong, Deputy Secretary-General)

He said that East Asia community building is a very comprehensive process that involves not only governments, but also market. He recommended the following roles of the EAF to promote East Asia cooperation: to help enhance coordination of ASEAN Plus Three mechanisms to synergize efforts across corresponding 56 sectoral bodies, and to help secure commitment of ASEAN Plus Three countries on resource mobilization. In this connection, to help ASEAN Plus Three countries to develop an integrated and sustainable public outreach strategy to promote awareness in ASEAN Plus Three countries, to help accelerate ASEAN Plus Three countries, especially CLMV countries in capacity building of human resources that is important in ensuring quality implementation of all decisions made by ASEAN Plus Three Leaders and narrowing the development gap. 
5. After the Plenary Session, three W/G Sessions including Government W/G, Business W/G, and Academic W/G were concurrently convened. Participants discussed "Role of EAF for the Integration of East Asia" in the Government W/G, "Global Financial Crisis and Deepening of the Economic Cooperation in East Asia" in the Business W/G, and "Strengthening of Social and Cultural Cooperation in East Asia" in the Academic W/G session.  Practical measures to revitalize the EAF were also discussed throughout the W/G sessions.  There were intensive and constructive consultations at each W/G session with following outcomes: 
1) Government circle
        Topics: 
1. "Role of EAF for the Integration of East Asia"
             

2. "Revitalization of the EAF" 
The session was chaired by H.E. Bounkeut Sangsomsak, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of LAO PDR.  Participants exchanged their opinions on two main topics, which were “Role of the EAF for the Integration of East Asia,” and “Revitalization of the EAF” based on the ROK’s concept paper circulated prior to the meeting. 
There was a consensus that EAF has been contributing to the cooperation in East Asia by positioning itself as a unique platform that produces synergy of various ideas from government officials, business leaders and scholars in the region.  Participants agreed to intensify the action-oriented character of the Forum, and emphasized main objective of the EAF to build an East Asia community and develop a common identity of East Asia. 
Participants recalled the objectives (3 Ps) of an East Asia community: peace, progress and prosperity.
Participants reiterated the five guiding principles of the East Asian integration that were stressed in the 3rd EAF meeting (5 Cs): consultation, consensus, cooperation, comfort level, and closeness. 
Participants also recalled the seven elements of an East Asia community, which arose from the previous EAFs, as follows: 
1 Timeframe to launch an East Asia community (by 2020) 
2 An East Asia community based on 4 pillars: political and security pillar; economic pillar; socio-culture pillar; external relations pillar of an East Asia community 

3 Declaration on an East Asia zone of amity, which is an extension of the Southeast Asia zone of amity 

4 An East Asia free trade area 
5 East Asia monetary cooperation to sustain economic growth in region, e.g. Chiang Mai Initiative Multilateralizaion (CMIM) 
6 East Asia nuclear weapon free zone 
7 A charter for an East Asia community 
There was a common understanding on the need for involving media in future EAF meetings, as media’s participation would enhance the EAF’s link to general public.  Participants recognized that it would promote high profile of the Forum and eventually contribute to the promotion of the East Asian identity. 
Some participants suggested utilizing the EAF as a think tank of the East Asia Summit (EAS).  However, there was no consensus to the suggestion, since some other participants mentioned that the EAF was established for the promotion of cooperation within the ASEAN+3 countries, and also the EAS is a strategic forum. 
Some participants suggested expanding the EAF participation to EAS countries outside ASEAN+3, namely Australia, New Zealand and India.  Other participants had different views, and stressed that the EAF was primarily formed for ASEAN+3 cooperation. 
All participants basically agreed to establish a cyber secretariat to secure the continuity of its discussions.  They welcomed the ROK Government’s offer to set up and operate the cyber secretariat for one year.  Who will manage the cyber secretariat after one year, formalities and procedures of the cyber secretariat will be discussed at the 8th EAF meeting. 
Some participants stated the need for NGO participation in the EAF.  Participants will continue the discussion on this issue at the next EAF meeting. 

Participants agreed that there was a need to strengthen the role of the host country for the purpose of conducting efficient meetings. 
Participants agreed to include “Review of EAF activities and its future direction” and “Other Issues” as future EAF agendas.  They also agreed to keep the meeting structure of Plenary and three respective working groups of governments, industries and academia. 

Participants stressed the need for higher level participation in the EAF.  They also agreed that they should consider inviting national leader of the host country to the opening ceremony. 
Participants reaffirmed the necessity of following-up the outcomes of the meetings and agreed to have the host country to report the meetings’ recommendations to the ASEAN+3 SOM/Ministerial Meeting/Summit. 
2) Business circle
        
Topics:
1. "Global Financial Crisis and Deepening of the Economic



   Cooperation in East Asia"
            

2. "Revitalization of EAF" 
The session was chaired by Mr. Somkiat Anuras, Vice Chairman of the Thai Chamber of Commerce and was well attended by business representatives from 11 countries. The participants had in-depth discussions on “Global financial crisis and deepening of the economic cooperation in East Asia,” and “Revitalization of the EAF.”
Participants shared the view that the global financial crisis has relatively greater impact on some countries in East Asia, especially developing countries in the region. They recommended East Asian countries, which have had export-oriented economy and thus were vulnerable to external shock, that they should boost domestic economy and further strengthen intra-regional financial cooperation and policy coordination between affected countries as well as enhance cooperation to secure the intercontinental trade competence.
Participants noted with satisfaction that recovery in East Asia is relatively faster than any other continent as we learned the necessity of intra-regional cooperation on the basis of common experience of overcoming the financial crisis of Asia in 1997. In particular, the trade and investment within East Asia are rapidly increasing so that interdependence among AESAN+3 countries are now deepening. However, there is still a long way to go to fully free from the deteriorating impacts of the global financial crisis. Also, national economic restructuring should be considered as an urgent issue. 
Business representatives recommended measures to further strengthen cooperation and eventually realize East Asian economic integration such as; cooperation mechanism such as Chiang Mai Initiative Multilateralization (CMIM) as the sounding mechanism in East Asia; bilateral or multi-lateral FTAs (such as EAFTA and China, Korea and Japan FTA) to further promote intra-regional trade and investment; supporting SMEs access to low-cost finance. 
Participants also shared the view that there are some challenges to be addressed along our path towards East Asian economic integration such as narrowing the development gap, dealing with energy efficiency issues, capacity building in private sector, and transferring technology to reduce the environmental impacts. 
There were recommendations on the measures to revitalize the EAF from the business sector. Some participants pointed out that discussion within the business circle should be effectively delivered to the government circle. Participants all agreed that the next EAF meeting should invite members of the East Asia Business Council (EABC) to have more in-depth and professional consultations on the East Asia economic integration

3) Academic circle
        Topics: 
1. "Strengthening of Social and Cultural Cooperation in East Asia"
            

2. "Revitalization of EAF" 
The session was chaired by Dr. John Wong, Professor Emeritus of the East Asia Institute, Singapore. All participants agreed that social and cultural cooperation is a key pillar in establishing an East Asian community. Strengthened cooperation in this field contributes to enhanced mutual understanding which would facilitate the community building process.
The session reaffirmed the recommendations of the NEAT Working Group on Cultural Exchange which stressed the importance of preserving traditional culture and promoting the dissemination of popular culture. The W/G also exchanged ideas on the possibility of pursuing some form of common cultural policies while recognizing the vast cultural diversity of the region.
In addition to the recommendations of the W/G, the session discussed other useful ideas including the establishment of a University of East Asian Community to attract studies from East Asian countries to deepen their capacities in culture, arts and science and technology. Some participants suggested that the countries make people-to-people exchanges more vigorous and establish different forms of cultural exchanges including scholarship programs and cultural tourism.  
Participants also stressed the importance of developing respect and tolerance for different cultures and religions that exist in the East Asian region. They emphasized that the diversity of the region should not be an obstacle, but rather a catalyzing force for building a dynamic East Asian identity. While the advances in media technology have greatly facilitated the dissemination of diverse popular cultures throughout the region, such cultural exchanges should be promoted only on the basis of respecting and preserving each other’s traditional culture.
Participants also discussed the need to create a cyber secretariat to generate greater awareness and provide continuity to EAF. In this connection, the media should be invited to promote public awareness on the activities of EAF. 
Participants also agreed that sufficient funding should be provided.

6.
At the resumed Plenary Session, moderators of the three W/Gs summarized the outcomes of each meeting (as elaborated above). Representatives from government, business and academia shared all the outcomes of W/G meetings and it was emphasized that the ASEAN+3 countries would make more efforts in pursuing the ideas and recommendations at each W/G meeting. The ROK Government, as a host country for the 7th EAF, will report the outcome of the meeting to the ASEAN+3 SOM in early October this year.
 7.  Viet Nam announced to host the 8th East Asia Forum in Viet Nam in 2010. 
8.
Closing remarks were made by Mr. Lee Yong-Joon, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of the Republic of Korea.  Mr. Lee reiterated Korean government’s continued commitment to East Asia community building process.  He expressed gratitude for the active participation of the representatives of governments, industries and academia from the ASEAN+3 countries and the officials of the ASEAN Secretariat. He also asked the participants for continued cooperation in order for the EAF to play an important role in pursuing the integration of East Asia. Also, H.E. Bounkeut Sangsomsak, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of LAO PDR, made closing remarks, expressing gratitude for the hospitality of the ROK Government. He said that the 7th EAF meeting’s discussion on the revitalization issue was very timely, considering the changing circumstances including the adoption of the ASEAN Charter, global challenges such as climate change. He expressed his commitment to further cooperate in the process of an East Asia community building.
* * * *
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